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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

PROJECT PROPOSAL TEMPLATE FOR 
RESEARCH PERMIT APPLICATION 

The National Council for Science and Technology (NCST) requires all applicants requesting for Research Permit authorization to submit a research proposal together with their applications. 

The proposal should be between 4500-5000 words, excluding the bibliography (references). The proposal needs to be single space, Times New Roman or Arial Font, 1.8 cm margins and size 12.

Graphs, figures and any other information may be attached to the same report (as annex(es). The following is a suggested template:

Note: 
a) The following is a guideline on the structure of the applications (should not necessarily be inserted in the below table). 
b) However, compliance to the word limit and other details is important to demonstrate that the applicant has taken time to write a compelling proposal. 

	1. Project Information

	Title of Project:

	Principle Investigators (PIs):

	Co-PIs:

	Main Institution:

	Country of Residence:

	Host Rwandan institution (if applicant is from outside Rwanda):

	Name/contacts email/telephone of promoter/supervisor/mentor (in Rwanda at host institution): 

	Research Area:

	Field of Interest:

	Project/Research Start Date:

	Project/Research End Date:

	Please, fill the following sections:



	2. Background
Provide the background of the research project by introducing topic and context, addressing gaps in existing literature, addressing challenges and providing expected importance or impact of the planned research outcome. (max 800 words).


	3. Rationale and Significance
Provide rationale, scope and significance of the research indicating innovations that will address specific national, regional or global challenges based on country context and existing body of knowledge and providing expected importance or impact of the planned research. (max 1000 words).


	4. Problem Statement
Provide a description of knowledge and literature gaps or scientific problem/issue in field to be addressed by your research study. Please briefly define the problem with research question(s) and evidence that the problem exists and will be addressed by your study (max 800 words).


	5. Objectives
Provide a brief description of the purpose and objectives of the study by describing what the research will contribute to existing knowledge in terms of novel findings or knowledge deepening as well as specific objectives (max 400 words).


	6. Research Strategy or Methodology
Provide a framework of research design and methods, procedures, data collection, sample size, measurements and tools and plan for data analysis etc. (max 800 words).



	7. Expected outcomes
Provide the expected results from the research implementation and its beneficiaries (max 500 words).


	8. Impact of the study
Provide the contributions or impact of the research study to the society (max 400 words). 


	9. Timeline using a Table of Milestones

Provide a plan and timeline for the activities as per below table in months(M) or quarter or year (in text just as examples of milestones/activities, you can edit or add) (M=month, Q: quarter=3 months) (max 300 words).
(attach a table on #11 below)


	10. References
Provide a list of referenced peer-reviewed journals/books/official publications 

…… …..  ………




11. Annex required (see example where details may be included)

	Year/
Milestones/ Timelines (3 months)
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
	Q.1
	Q.2
	Q.3
	Q.4
	Q.1
	Q.2
	Q.3
	Q.4

	Research permit applications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research permit approval 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data collection
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Training data collectors
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data cleaning 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data Analysis 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation of findings 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing of study findings 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Drafting of final/ overall report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plan for dissemination of findings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




12. Budget (Table with details)

13. Sources of funding/ Support resources 

14. List of investigators 

15. List of partners

	In case addition information is required please contact:
 E-mail: researchpermit@ncst.gov.rw 
 Telephone:+250 781 030 798 



Grand Pension Plaza Building, 13th Floor, P.O. Box 2285 Kigali-Rwanda,
E-Mail: info@ncst.gov.rw Web Site:www.ncst.gov.rw
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